
 
 

 
 

ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL RETURNS TO GULF FOR FIFTH SEASON 
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GCC Ports eagerly await adding SSppll eennddoouurr   oo ff   tthhee   SSeeaass  to the region’s burgeoning cruise market  

 
 
DUBAI, March 23, 2014 – Royal Caribbean International, the largest global cruise line, today announced its return to the 
Gulf in winter 2015-16. The fifth seasonal sailings will comprise 16 roundtrip sailings from December 2015 through 
March 2016, visiting some of the Arabian coast’s most intriguing destinations on a seven-night itinerary. Royal Caribbean 
International’s Splendour of the Seas is scheduled to dock in its home port of Dubai, UAE followed by calls to Oman’s 
capital of Muscat and Khasab along with Abu Dhabi in United Arab Emirates.  
 
“Following on from positive and collaborative discussions with our key partners in the region, we are pleased to announce 
our return to cruising in the Arabian Gulf for the winter of 2015 / 2016.  We are looking forward to deploying Splendour of 
the Seas, one of our Vision-class vessels to the region for the first time and to welcoming guests from all over the world.  I 
would like to express our thanks to the cruise tourism officials from the DTCM, TCA Abu Dhabi and Oman's Ministry of 
Tourism for their support and congratulate them on the formation of the Cruise Arabia alliance.  This is a welcome step in 
continuing to promote the economic and touristic benefits of cruising and I'm sure the season will be very successful,” 
said Helen Beck, Regional Director, International Representatives, EMEA, Royal Caribbean International.   
 
The Centrum onboard Splendour of the Seas with its sweeping views and central location is a chic and sophisticated venue 
featuring enriching daytime activities, dazzling nightly entertainment and jaw-dropping aerial spectacles.  The Centrum’s R 
Bar features a sophisticated 1960s vibe, complete with iconic furnishings and signature cocktails mixed by a savvy and 
personable mixologist. Bringing the Centrum’s entertainment offerings to life is the latest in sound and light technology.  
During the entertainment, which takes place throughout the cruise, the soaring space comes alive with a series of aerial 
acrobatic vignettes blurring the lines between choreography and technology. 
 
Guests sailing aboard Splendour of the Seas have a variety of restaurants, both fine-dining and casual, to choose from 
providing them with an exceptional and customizable vacation experience. Among the highly-acclaimed dining concepts 
onboard Splendour of the Seas, guests will find the Asian Izumi restaurant; the line’s signature steakhouse, Chops Grille; as 
well as the Boardwalk Dog House hotdog counter; the Park Café deli-style restaurant and the exclusive Chef’s Table 
dining experience. The line also offers a à la carte menu in the Viking Crown Lounge, which giving guests the opportunity 
to enjoy bite-sized portions of their favorite classics.  
 
Younger cruisers will laugh and learn in scheduled activities throughout the day in the line’s award-winning Adventure 
Ocean youth program. Teens 12 and older can enjoy spending time with peers in the teen-only hangout and disco, and 
join enrichment classes such as mixing music like a DJ or learning hip-hop dance moves. Throughout the day, youth 
program activities are always led and supervised by Royal Caribbean’s exceptional, energetic and college educated youth 
program counselors.  
 
Splendour of the Seas will add more than 32,000 guests in her first four-month season to the region’s burgeoning cruise sector 
and the new sailings will be going on sale as of 10 April 2014. All the Gulf region’s ports are gearing themselves up for the 
arrival of Splendour of the Seas from Royal Caribbean International. 
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“Our collaborative approach, with Dubai and Oman partners, to developing the viability and appeal of Arabian Gulf 
cruising has clearly struck a chord with a recognised cruise sector innovator and Abu Dhabi will benefit from Royal 
Caribbean International’s return to the region. Together we are cultivating development opportunities to attract visitors 
from a variety of new markets, including itinerary extension through inclusion of the region’s only dedicated cruise beach 
stopover destination in our Western Region. By 2015, we anticipate a step change in our own shore excursion portfolio 
with the eagerly awaited opening of Louvre Abu Dhabi in our Saadiyat Island Cultural District, and Zayed Port’s improved 
permanent terminal facilities - two significant milestones which also add depth of quality and diversity for the region,” said 
Sultan Al Dhaheri, Acting Executive Director, Tourism, Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority (TCA Abu Dhabi). 
 
For business travellers, Splendour of the Seas also offers numerous conference and meeting facilities. State-of-the-art fully-
equipped meeting rooms and Wi-Fi connections on board the vessel can accommodate big groups and charters too; whilst 
theatres and lounges are also available for corporate events with up to 800 people.  
 
Royal Caribbean International is an award-winning global cruise brand with a 45-year legacy of innovation and introducing 
industry “firsts” never before seen at sea.  The cruise line features an expansive and unmatched array of features and 
amenities only found on Royal Caribbean including, jaw-dropping, Broadway-style entertainment and industry-acclaimed 
programming that appeals to families and adventurous vacationers alike.  
 
Owned by Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. (NYSE/OSE: RCL) and operated by RCL Cruises Ltd., the cruise line sails 21 of 
the world’s most innovative cruise ships to the most popular destinations in the Caribbean, Europe, Alaska, South 
America, the Far East, and Australia and New Zealand. World renowned for its friendly and engaging Gold Anchor 
Service, delivered by every staff and crew member, Royal Caribbean has been voted “Best Cruise Line Overall” for 11 
consecutive years in the Travel Weekly Readers Choice Awards.  
 
Media can stay up-to-date by visiting RoyalCaribbeanInternationalPR.tumblr.com and RoyalCaribbeanPressCenter.com. 
For additional information or to make reservations, vacationers should call their travel agent; visit RoyalCaribbean-
Arabia.com; or call +9714 3314299 / 3314285. Follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/RoyalCaribbeanArabia or on 
Twitter @TweetRCA. 
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