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ROYAL	  CARIBBEAN	  INTERNATIONAL	  AND	  THE	  FORBIDDEN	  CITY’S	  IMPERIAL	  PALACE	  MUSEUM	  	  

PARTNER	  TO	  SHOWCASE	  RICH	  CHINESE	  CULTURE	  	  

Official	  Countdown	  to	  Ovation	  of	  the	  Seas’	  Maiden	  Voyage	  in	  China	  Begins	  

	  

January	  19,	  2016,	  Beijing	  –	  Royal	  Caribbean	  International	  and	  the	  Imperial	  Palace	  Museum	  (the	  Palace	  Museum)	  

held	  a	  joint	  press	  conference	  today	  at	  a	  signing	  ceremony	  for	  a	  Memorandum	  of	  Understanding	  (MOU)	  

agreement	  in	  the	  Forbidden	  City’s	  Jianfu	  Palace.	  Ovation	  of	  the	  Seas,	  Royal	  Caribbean’s	  newest	  ship	  that	  debuts	  

in	  April,	  will	  be	  the	  first	  to	  homeport	  in	  China	  immediately	  after	  its	  delivery.	  Her	  name	  is	  interpreted	  in	  Chinese	  

as	  “praising	  the	  world	  and	  welcoming	  guests	  from	  everywhere”	  and	  she	  will	  offer	  a	  world-‐class	  international	  

cruise	  vacation	  experience	  to	  guests	  from	  Tianjin	  beginning	  June	  2016.	  The	  signing	  ceremony	  officially	  launches	  

the	  “2016	  –	  Let’s	  Ovation”	  campaign	  in	  China	  and	  marks	  the	  countdown	  to	  Ovation	  of	  the	  Seas’	  maiden	  voyage	  

in	  China.	  	  

As	  part	  of	  the	  agreement,	  experts	  from	  different	  research	  fields	  selected	  by	  the	  Palace	  Museum	  will	  be	  

invited	  to	  give	  lectures	  of	  Chinese	  history	  and	  culture	  to	  guests	  on	  Ovation	  of	  the	  Seas.	  The	  Palace	  Museum	  also	  

will	  provide	  professional	  consultation	  of	  the	  ship’s	  interior	  décor	  and	  art	  program.	  In	  addition,	  signature	  pieces	  

from	  the	  collections	  of	  the	  Imperial	  Palace	  Museum	  will	  be	  on	  display	  to	  promote	  the	  traditional	  culture	  and	  arts	  

of	  China.	  Paintings	  and	  art	  pieces	  created	  by	  artists	  from	  the	  Palace	  Museum	  will	  be	  available	  for	  guests	  to	  

purchase	  at	  auctions	  held	  onboard.	  	  

“We	  are	  proud	  of	  the	  extensive	  collection	  of	  art	  and	  relics	  that	  represent	  the	  imperial	  treasures	  of	  the	  

Ming	  and	  Qing	  Dynasties	  and	  it	  is	  our	  goal	  at	  The	  Palace	  Museum	  to	  showcase	  the	  traditional	  Chinese	  culture	  to	  

people	  all	  over	  the	  world,”	  said	  Shan	  Jixian,	  Director	  of	  the	  Imperial	  Palace	  Museum.	  “This	  partnership	  with	  

Royal	  Caribbean	  International	  and	  our	  programs	  on	  Ovation	  of	  the	  Seas	  will	  help	  to	  further	  these	  objectives.	  We	  

are	  excited	  to	  promote	  the	  rich	  heritage	  of	  the	  Forbidden	  City	  and	  China	  to	  the	  guests	  of	  the	  world’s	  largest	  

global	  cruise	  line	  and	  we	  hope	  to	  continue	  to	  expand	  on	  these	  efforts.”	  
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Dr.	  Zinan	  Liu,	  President	  of	  North	  APAC	  and	  China,	  Royal	  Caribbean	  International	  said:	  “Cruising	  is	  

becoming	  increasingly	  popular	  with	  Chinese	  travelers	  and	  Royal	  Caribbean’s	  award-‐winning	  and	  state-‐of-‐the-‐art	  

ships	  with	  features	  found	  only	  on	  Royal	  Caribbean	  are	  very	  appealing	  to	  those	  consumers	  looking	  for	  a	  high	  

quality	  vacation	  experience.	  Quantum	  of	  the	  Seas	  has	  been	  very	  well	  received	  by	  our	  Chinese	  guests	  and	  we	  are	  

excited	  to	  now	  bring	  Ovation	  of	  the	  Seas	  to	  Tianjin.	  Sailing	  two	  of	  the	  world’s	  newest	  and	  most	  technologically	  

advanced	  ships	  in	  China	  demonstrate	  our	  leadership	  and	  commitment	  to	  the	  market	  and	  this	  partnership	  with	  

the	  Palace	  Museum	  showcasing	  China’s	  rich	  heritage	  will	  bring	  yet	  another	  unique	  element	  to	  our	  vacation	  

offering.”	  	  

Ovation	  of	  the	  Seas	  and	  her	  sister	  ship	  Quantum	  of	  the	  Seas	  are	  both	  Quantum	  Class	  ships	  built	  with	  the	  

most	  advanced	  technologies.	  The	  Quantum	  class	  features	  unprecedented	  first-‐at-‐sea	  features	  and	  amenities,	  

including	  the	  North	  Star,	  an	  observation	  capsule	  that	  gently	  rises	  more	  than	  300	  feet	  in	  the	  air	  to	  treat	  guests	  to	  

breath-‐taking	  panoramic	  views;	  thrilling	  skydiving	  and	  surfing	  experiences;	  TWO70	  a	  daily	  social	  space	  which	  

transforms	  into	  a	  multifunctional	  entertainment	  place	  at	  night;	  SeaPlex,	  the	  largest	  indoor	  activity	  space	  at	  sea,	  

that	  features	  basketball,	  roller	  skating,	  bumper	  cars	  and	  other	  entertainment.	  There	  are	  18	  restaurants	  onboard	  

with	  a	  variety	  of	  cuisines	  to	  choose	  from.	  The	  unique	  loft	  suites	  offer	  the	  most	  luxurious	  accommodations	  at	  sea,	  

and	  Virtual	  Balcony	  staterooms,	  are	  interior	  accommodations	  with	  large	  digital	  screens	  displaying	  real-‐time	  

views	  which	  ensure	  that	  every	  room	  has	  a	  view.	  

Ovation	  of	  the	  Seas	  will	  be	  officially	  launched	  in	  April	  2016,	  when	  she	  departs	  Southampton	  for	  Tianjin,	  

China	  on	  a	  53-‐day	  Global	  Odyssey.	  She	  will	  begin	  her	  first	  homeport	  sailing	  season	  in	  China	  from	  Tianjin	  in	  June	  

2016.	  Ovation	  of	  the	  Seas,	  together	  with	  Quantum	  of	  the	  Seas,	  Mariner	  of	  the	  Seas,	  Voyager	  of	  the	  Seas	  and	  

Legend	  of	  the	  Seas,	  will	  make	  up	  the	  largest	  fleet	  of	  any	  cruise	  line	  sailing	  in	  China.	  	  

Royal	  Caribbean	  International	  is	  an	  award-‐winning	  global	  cruise	  brand	  with	  a	  46-‐year	  legacy	  of	  innovation	  and	  

introducing	  industry	  “firsts”	  never	  before	  seen	  at	  sea.	  	  The	  cruise	  line	  features	  an	  expansive	  and	  unmatched	  

array	  of	  features	  and	  amenities	  only	  found	  on	  Royal	  Caribbean	  including,	  jaw-‐dropping,	  Broadway-‐style	  

entertainment	  and	  industry-‐acclaimed	  programming	  that	  appeals	  to	  families	  and	  adventurous	  vacationers	  alike.	  

Onboard,	  guests	  are	  catered	  to	  with	  the	  cruise	  line’s	  world-‐renowned	  friendly	  and	  engaging	  Gold	  Anchor	  Service	  

by	  every	  staff	  and	  crew	  member.	  Royal	  Caribbean	  has	  been	  voted	  “Best	  Cruise	  Line	  Overall”	  for	  13	  consecutive	  

years	  in	  the	  Travel	  Weekly	  Readers	  Choice	  Awards.	  

	  
(more)	  

	  
	  
	  



	  
Royal	  Caribbean	  Partners	  with	  the	  Forbidden	  City	  –	  Page	  3	  

	  

The	  cruise	  line	  sails	  23	  of	  the	  world’s	  most	  innovative	  cruise	  ships	  to	  the	  most	  popular	  destinations	  in	  

Bermuda	  and	  the	  Caribbean,	  Europe,	  Canada	  and	  New	  England,	  Alaska,	  South	  America,	  Asia,	  and	  Australia	  and	  

New	  Zealand.	  Media	  can	  stay	  up-‐to-‐date	  by	  following	  @RoyalCaribPR	  on	  Twitter,	  and	  visiting	  

RoyalCaribbeanPressCenter.com.	  For	  additional	  information	  or	  to	  make	  reservations,	  vacationers	  should	  call	  

their	  travel	  agent;	  visit	  RoyalCaribbean.com;	  or	  call	  (800)	  ROYAL-‐CARIBBEAN.	  
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