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ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL TO HOMEPORT 

BILLION-DOLLAR SMARTSHIP OVATION OF THE SEAS  IN SINGAPORE 
  
SINGAPORE, June 8, 2016 – Royal Caribbean International today announced that it will 
homeport its billion-dollar smartship Ovation of the Seas in Singapore in 2017 for one season, 
bringing thousands of travellers to the region and injecting millions into the local and regional 
economies.  	
  
  
The announcement was made during Ovation of the Seas’ maiden call in Singapore, where a plaque 
and key ceremony was held in the presence of over 200 government and industry partners, with 
Mr Lionel Yeo, Chief Executive of Singapore Tourism Board (STB), Mr Alexander Hungate, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of SATS, and Ovation of the Seas’ Captain Flemming 
Nielsen. The ship has ended her 14-night cruise from Dubai to Singapore. 
  
Making history as the first international cruise line to deploy a brand new ship to Asia for 
homeporting, Ovation of the Seas was delivered in April. At 347m long, 168,666 gross registered 
tonnes, carrying 4,905 guests in total and laden with first-at sea features and technologies, the 
smartship will be the largest and most technologically-advanced ship to call Singapore home next 
year. 
  
Over her 10 sailings from March to April 2017, Ovation of the Seas is expected to add some 42,000 
additional guests to the Singapore cruising scene, and delivering millions through in-port spend. 
She will offer return trips ranging from 3 to 5 nights to Penang, Phuket, Bangkok (Laem 
Chabang), and a one-way cruise to Tianjin with calls at Ho Chi Minh City (Phu My) for an 
overnight, Hue/Danang (Chan May), Hong Kong and Seoul (Incheon). 
  
Royal Caribbean’s Senior Vice President, International, Mr Gavin Smith said, “We’re thrilled to 
bring one of the world’s most innovative cruise ships to Singapore and the region, and take 
cruise travel here to new heights. 
  
“Joining Mariner of the Seas and Voyager of the Seas, the addition of Ovation of the Seas means we will 
have the largest cruise fleet deployment of any brand in Southeast Asia.  
  
He said, “Our investment reaffirms our commitment to Singapore and the region, and the bright 
future we see for the region’s cruising industry.” 
  
Mr Smith further shared with the deployment of Ovation of the Seas, plus the return of Voyager of 
the Seas in May and Mariner of the Seas in October, this will increase Royal Caribbean’s capacity in 
2017 in Southeast Asia by 30 per cent over 2016.  
  
Mr Yap Chin Siang, Assistant Chief Executive (Policy and Planning), Singapore Tourism Board, 
said: “The homeporting of the Ovation of the Seas is a testament to the appeal of cruising from 
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Singapore. It is also very timely - the upcoming Visit ASEAN@50 celebrations in 2017 will 
highlight the best of Southeast Asia, and cruises offer the perfect way to experience the warm 
hospitality of the region.  
  
“We also hope that this deployment will spur the region to enhance cruise infrastructure to 
accommodate more ships like the Ovation. As the lead co-ordinator for Cruise at ASEAN, 
Singapore will continue to work with our neighbours to develop our region into a preferred 
cruising destination.” 
  
Guests on board the 18-deck smartship will enjoy the ‘North Star’, an observation capsule that 
rises 92 metres over the ocean; ‘Two70’ – a S$18.5 million hi-tech entertainment venue; cocktails 
served by robots at the ‘Bionic Bar’; skydiving and surfing experiences; interior virtual balconies 
with real-time ocean views; luxurious Loft suites with large living areas and private concierge 
service; and ‘SeaPlex’, the largest indoor activity space at sea – housing a basketball court, circus 
school, roller-skating, bumper cars, and more. 
  
Ovation of the Seas also boasts 18 restaurants with cuisines from around the globe, including 
imaginative cuisine at Wonderland, and Jamie’s Italian by celebrity chef Jamie Oliver; the fastest 
internet connection speeds at sea; and a collection of artwork valued at more than S$6 million. 
  
Ovation of the Seas will embark on a 3-night cruise to Kuala Lumpur (Port Klang) tomorrow with a 
record 4,576 guests on a cruise ship for Singapore. She will then depart for her summer Tianjin 
season on a 12-night repositioning sailing on June 12, calling at Ho Chi Minh City (Phu My), 
Hong Kong (overnight), Xiamen and Seoul (Incheon). She will also make a repositioning cruise 
back to Singapore later this year.  
  

~End~ 
 
Note to editors: Additional information and pictures of Ovation of the Seas can be downloaded from this link - 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/vxlove18t6ilsrx/AADl5TSALd3SAhMup6iwoWv7a?dl=0.  
 
About Royal Caribbean International 
Royal Caribbean International is an award-winning global cruise brand with a 46-year legacy of 
innovation and introducing industry “firsts” never before seen at sea.  The cruise line features 
an expansive and unmatched array of features and amenities only found on Royal Caribbean 
including, jaw-dropping, Broadway-style entertainment and industry-acclaimed programming that 
appeals to families and adventurous vacationers alike. Onboard, guests are catered to with the 
cruise line’s world-renowned friendly and engaging Gold Anchor Service by every staff and crew 
member. Royal Caribbean has been voted “Best Cruise Line Overall” for 13 consecutive years in 
the Travel Weekly Readers Choice Awards and named the “Best Cruise Operator” for 8 
consecutive years at the TTG Travel Awards as well as “Best Cruise Line” at the Travel Weekly 
Asia’s Reader’s Choice Awards 2015.  
 



3 

The cruise line sails 25 of the world’s most innovative cruise ships to the most popular 
destinations in Bermuda and the Caribbean, Europe, Canada and New England, Alaska, South 
America, Asia, and Australia and New Zealand.  
 
Media can stay up-to-date by following @RoyalCaribPR on Twitter, and visiting 
RoyalCaribbeanInternationalPR.tumblr.com and RoyalCaribbeanPressCenter.com.  
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