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ROYAL CARIBBEAN FINALIZES AGREEMENT WITH THE BAHAMAS TO
GROW TOURISM TO THE DESTINATION
Global Cruise Line Commits Significant Investment with Plans to Enhance CocoCay Private Island Destination and
Expand Training and Employment for Bahamian Nationals
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MIAMI, March 8, 2017 — The world’s largest cruise line, Royal Caribbean International, has committed to a

multi-year agreement with the island nation of The Bahamas that will help grow tourism to the destination,
rapidly increase the cruise line’s employment of Bahamian nationals and invest in hospitality training to develop

talent in the country.

At a signing ceremony attended by Perry Christie, Prime Minister of The Bahamas and Michael Bayley, president
and CEO, Royal Caribbean International, the cruise line confirmed plans for a significant investment in major
enhancements to CocoCay — its private island destination in The Bahamas — which will include the construction
of a pier, additional guest features and amenities, and new opportunities for vendors and craftsmen to promote

the culture of The Bahamas to visitors.

“Royal Caribbean has been a long-standing partner of the islands of The Bahamas and their plans to significantly
increase tourism to our country as well as to develop the talent of our youth and expand employment
opportunities for Bahamians is commendable,” said Prime Minister Christie.

(more)
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As part of the agreement, Royal Caribbean plans to work with The Bahamas government to develop a training
program to provide those who aspire to a career in hospitality with a unique opportunity to participate in
innovative training and development. The cruise line will create a curriculum that will prepare many thousands
of students for careers at sea on board one of Royal Caribbean’s ships. The classes will be facilitated by
dedicated instructors who will provide students with theoretical and practical knowledge to help them develop
valuable and marketable hospitality skills. In addition to the classroom experience, students will receive on-site

guidance and training from shipboard professionals.

Royal Caribbean has committed to rapidly growing the number of Bahamian nationals employed by the cruise
line in the next five years. In addition, they have joint ownership of the Grand Bahamas shipyard in Freeport at

which major revitalizations and drydock maintenance of its ships take place.

“Tourism is an important engine of growth for the economy of destinations in the Caribbean and The Bahamas,
and we are excited to bring more visitors on our newest and most innovative ships to this popular vacation
spot,” said Bayley. “Our commitment to The Bahamas is multifold. It is our responsibility to contribute to the
country’s economic diversity, to its employment base and the training of Bahamian youth as well as the
protection of the environment. We are excited about the continued growth of tourism in The Bahamas, and look

forward to doing our part to keep that growth and progress moving along in the years to come.”

Operators of the world’s largest ships with an additional two mega ships under construction and four on order,
Royal Caribbean currently brings 1.7 million visitors a year to The Bahamas, with plans to significantly expand
that number in the next decade as they add capacity in the region. With its strategic location and proximity to
the United States, Bahamian destinations are already marquee ports of call for 13 of Royal Caribbean’s ships and

are consistently highly rated by guests.

Royal Caribbean International is an award-winning global cruise brand with a 48-year legacy of innovation and

introducing industry “firsts” never before seen at sea. The cruise line features an expansive and unmatched
array of features and amenities only found on Royal Caribbean, including jaw-dropping, Broadway-style

entertainment and industry-acclaimed programming that appeals to families and adventurous vacationers alike.

(more)
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On board, guests are catered to with the cruise line’s world-renowned friendly and engaging Gold Anchor
Service by every staff and crew member. Royal Caribbean has been voted “Best Cruise Line Overall” for 14

consecutive years in the Travel Weekly Readers Choice Awards.

The cruise line sails 25 of the world’s most innovative cruise ships to the most popular destinations in Bermuda
and the Caribbean, Europe, Canada and New England, Alaska, South America, Asia, and Australia and New
Zealand. Media can stay up-to-date by following @RoyalCaribPR on Twitter, and visiting

RoyalCaribbeanPressCenter.com. For additional information or to make reservations, vacationers should call

their travel agent; visit RoyalCaribbean.com; or call (800) ROYAL-CARIBBEAN.
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