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ROYAL CARIBBEAN EXPANDS SAILINGS TO CUBA IN 2018
New itineraries With New Destinations and More Sailings Now Across Two Ships
Open the Door for Adventurer Seekers
MIAMI, November 30, 2017 – Royal Caribbean International will double its opportunities for a Cuba
adventure next summer, with two ships sailing to the island nation – Majesty of the Seas and Empress of the
Seas – and two new destinations added to itineraries. The added sailings and breadth of experiences at the new
ports of Santiago de Cuba and Cienfuegos on the southeast coast give adventure seekers even more ways to
immerse themselves in the culture and history of the vibrant island. Cuba’s historic cities of Havana, Santiago
and Cienfuegos will be amongst the destinations on an array of 4- to 8-night Caribbean adventures on Empress
of the Seas that open for sale today.
Departing from Miami year-round, Empress cruise vacations will include 7-night Best of Cuba itineraries
to Cienfuegos, Havana and Nassau, Bahamas; 5-night sailings visiting Key West, Florida and spending the night in
Havana; and an immersive 8-night journey to Cienfuegos, Santiago de Cuba, Grand Cayman, and Labadee, Haiti.
Majesty of the Seas will continue the 4- and 5-night offerings to Havana that include day and overnight stays,
departing from Tampa from April to October 2018, and Ft. Lauderdale from November 2018 to March 2019. All
sailings to Cuba will offer shore excursions designed for guests to experience the destination and to comply with
the people-to-people educational exchange activities requirement as set forth in the U.S. regulations.
“Cuba is such an important part of Caribbean culture, and we can’t wait to call on Santiago de Cuba and
Cienfuegos next year, showcasing even more of the country’s scenic beauty, rich history and distinctive
architecture,” said Michael Bayley, President and CEO, Royal Caribbean International. “Cruising remains the
easiest way to visit Cuba, and with both Empress and Majesty sailing there in 2018 and 2019, we hope to make it
that much easier for adventure seekers to experience the legendary island.”
Cienfuegos is a UNESCO World Heritage Site established in 1819 with a wide array of visually-stunning
attractions, including acclaimed Botanical Gardens with more than 2,000 plant species on display, impressive
neoclassical architecture, a 950-seat opera house and the bustling Santa Isabel Boulevard.
Santiago de Cuba is a gateway to Cuba’s revolutionary and religious history, with adventures such as the
UNESCO World Heritage-listed Castillo del Morroto, the Sierra Maestra foothills, El Cobre – one of the most
significant religious destinations in Cuba – and historic sites like Revolution Square.

Cuban culture is reflected throughout Empress of the Seas with cortaditos and café con leche in Café
Royal, salsa music and dancing in Boleros Latin lounge, and a range of onboard activities developed to bring the
spirit of the island to life while at sea. Empress of the Seas spans 11 guest decks, encompasses 48,563 gross
registered tons, carries 1,602 guests at double occupancy and features 795 staterooms.
Royal Caribbean International is an award-winning global cruise brand with a 48-year legacy of
innovation and introducing industry “firsts” never before seen at sea. The cruise line features an expansive and
unmatched array of features and amenities only found on Royal Caribbean including, jaw-dropping, Broadwaystyle entertainment and industry-acclaimed programming that appeals to families and adventurous vacationers
alike. On board, guests are catered to with the cruise line’s world-renowned friendly and engaging service by
every staff and crew member. Royal Caribbean has been voted “Best Cruise Line Overall” for 14 consecutive
years in the Travel Weekly Readers Choice Awards.
The cruise line sails 24 of the world’s most innovative cruise ships to the most popular destinations in
Bermuda and the Caribbean, Europe, Canada and New England, Alaska, South America, Asia, and Australia and
New Zealand. Media can stay up-to-date by following @RoyalCaribPR on Twitter, and visiting
RoyalCaribbeanPressCenter.com. For additional information or to make reservations, vacationers should call
their travel agent; visit RoyalCaribbean.com; or call (800) ROYAL-CARIBBEAN.
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