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UK’S HOLIDAY BUCKET LIST LONGER THAN EVER BEFORE, WITH ALASKAN ADVENTURES, 
BALMY BARBADOS AND GREEK ISLE GETAWAYS MAKING THE LIST  

The Average Bucket List will Take UK Holidaymakers 11 years to Complete, Covering 16,357 Miles 
and Costing £35,790 

 

LONDON, 29 JULY, 2021 – Royal Caribbean today revealed the ultimate holiday bucket list 

for 2021 and beyond, spanning 16,357 miles, taking 11 years to complete and costing a total 

of £35,790. A survey shows nearly half of UK holidaymakers’ bucket lists are longer than 

ever before since the pandemic, making it clear the UK’s zeal for holidays and experiences is 

greater than ever before. 

The survey, commissioned by Royal Caribbean and coinciding with the cruise line’s 

global return to sailing, discovered the ultimate bucket list destinations for UK travellers 

includes Australia, Canada, Alaska, and the balmy islands of Barbados and The Bahamas. 

Seeing the northern lights, cruising in the Caribbean, and reaching the top of the Eiffel 

Tower are some of the most popular experiences holidaymakers are looking forward to 

today. However, half admit their itinerary is ‘increasing all the time’ and 70% are concerned 

they won’t ever complete it all. 
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Ben Bouldin, vice president, EMEA, Royal Caribbean International said: "Having had 

so much time without holidays, UK families have missed making memories with their loved 

ones. Royal Caribbean cruises are a great holiday option for those wanting to complete 

several adventures in one trip. Without even leaving our ships, guests can surf, sky dive, 

rock climb and go head-to-head with friends and family on the first bumper cars at sea. All 

of these incredible experiences are on board Anthem of the Seas, which is sailing the British 

Isles this summer.” 

 The bucket list survey results have been released on the heels of the return of the 

action-packed Anthem of the Seas. Earlier this month, the chart-topping cruise ship 

departed from Southampton for the first time in six years and marked a celebratory 

moment for the cruise line’s return to sailing in the UK after 20 months. Anthem is 

welcoming guests on a range of summer cruises around the British Isles to charming ports 

such as the vibrant city of Liverpool, England; the home of maritime heritage, Belfast, 

Northern Ireland; and Kirkwall, Scotland located off the enchanted Orkney Islands. 

When adding a dream destination to their bucket list, UK holidaymakers are keen to 

ensure it has picture-perfect landscapes, activities, excursions, and opportunities to explore 

different cultures and delicious food. Just under half (49%) consider ticking off activities and 

experiences on their travel list as one of their biggest life goals. And as such, 56% said they 

always take into consideration how they can live out their bucket list when booking a 

holiday. 

Ben Bouldin added: “Our research shows that the average UK holidaymaker has 

around 12 must-do experiences on their bucket list; with this list growing all the time, they 

will want to ensure their next getaway packs in as much adventure as possible. Royal 

Caribbean has a huge range of once-in-a-lifetime onboard experiences and adventures in 

every destination for families and friends to enjoy together.”  

Island hopping in Greece, seeing Mount Fuji and swimming with dolphins are also 

among the nation’s top 20 bucket list activities. Many of those polled would also like to walk 

the Great Wall of China, travel on the Orient Express, stay in an overwater bungalow in the 

Maldives, and take in the views from the Empire State Building. 

  

 

 

https://www.royalcaribbean.com/gbr/en/cruise-ships/anthem-of-the-seas?ecid=pr_int_pblc_r_wb_3338
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Sailing with a fully vaccinated crew, Anthem’s limited summer itineraries to the 

British Isles are open for bookings and only available to UK residents 18 years and older who 

are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and children under the age of 18 with negative test 

results. Royal Caribbean’s many layers of health and safety measures, including the 

vaccination policy and testing requirements, can be viewed here. 

For more information on Anthem’s series of summer cruises, visit the Royal 

Caribbean website.   

 

THE UK’S TOP 20 TRAVEL BUCKET LIST DESTINATIONS 

1. Australia  

2. Canada  

3. Alaska  

4. Barbados 

5. The Bahamas  

6. New Zealand 

7. Italy  

8. Iceland 

9. Japan 

10. Brazil 

11. Greece and the Greek Isles  

12. North America (not including Alaska) 

13. Thailand  

14. Antigua  

15. Norway 

16. Bermuda  

17. Portugal 

18. Singapore  

19. China  

20. Cyprus 

 

  

https://www.royalcaribbean.com/gbr/en/healthy-sail-center/getting-ready-to-cruise?ecid=pr_int_pblc_r_wb_3338
https://www.royalcaribbean.com/gbr/en/cruise-ships/anthem-of-the-seas?ecid=pr_int_pblc_r_wb_3338
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THE UK’S TOP 20 TRAVEL BUCKET LIST EXPERIENCES  

1. See the northern lights 

2. Go to Disney World in Florida 

3. Make it to the top of the Eiffel Tower 

4. Visit Pompei 

5. Drive Route 66 

6. Go on safari in Africa 

7. Go to a casino in Las Vegas 

8. Cross the Golden Gate Bridge 

9. Swim with dolphins 

10. Travel on the Orient Express 

11. Go island hopping in Greece 

12. Pay your respects at Auschwitz 

13. Climb the Empire State Building 

14. Cruising in the Caribbean 

15. Hike the Great Wall of China  

16. Swim in the Blue Lagoon in Iceland 

17. See Mount Fuji in Japan 

18. Rail trip around Europe 

19. See a bear in Canada 

20. Stay at an overwater bungalow in the Maldives 

 

Notes to Editors  

This research was conducted by One Poll in July 2021 with a sample size of 2,000 adults.  

About Royal Caribbean International 

Royal Caribbean International has been delivering innovation at sea for more than 50 

years. Each successive class of ships is an architectural marvel featuring the latest 

technology and guest experiences for today’s adventurous traveler. The cruise line 

continues to revolutionize vacations with itineraries to more than 270 destinations in 72 

countries on six continents, including Royal Caribbean’s private island destination in The 

Bahamas, Perfect Day at CocoCay, the first in the Perfect Day Island Collection. Royal 

Caribbean has also been voted “Best Cruise Line Overall” for 18 consecutive years in 

the Travel Weekly Readers’ Choice Awards. 

Media can stay up to date by following @RoyalCaribPR on Twitter and visiting 

RoyalCaribbeanPressCenter.com. For additional information or to make reservations, 

https://www.royalcaribbean.com/gbr/en?ecid=pr_int_pblc_r_wb_3338
https://www.royalcaribbeanpresscenter.com/perfectday/
https://twitter.com/royalcaribpr
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vacationers can call their travel advisor; visit RoyalCaribbean.com; or call (800) ROYAL-

CARIBBEAN. 

Royal Caribbean International is applying the recommendations of its Healthy Sail 

Panel of public health and scientific experts to provide a safer and healthier cruise vacation 

on all of its sailings. Health and safety protocols, regional travel restrictions and clearance to 

visit ports of call, are subject to change based on ongoing evaluation, public health 

standards, and government requirements. U.S. cruises and guests: For more information on 

the latest health and travel alerts, U.S. government travel advisories, please visit 

www.royalcaribbean.com/cruise-ships/itinerary-updates or consult travel advisories, 

warnings or recommendations relating to cruise travel on applicable government websites.   

# # # 
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