
 

 

 

 

ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL’S INDEPENDENCE OF THE SEAS SET 

TO RECEIVE MAKEOVER FOR 2013 SUMMER SEASON  

 

London, 17 January 2013 – Royal Caribbean International continues to bring the cruise line’s 

most innovative features and popular venues, first introduced on Oasis-class ships, to its fleet 

with the recently announced revitalisation of Independence of the Seas scheduled to take place in 

April 2013.  

A new baby and toddler nursery, an enhanced digital way finding system and a giant 

outdoor cinema screen are just a few of the new features awaiting guests on Independence of the Seas 

when it emerges in May as part of the cruise line’s extensive revitalisation programme. For guests 

with a sweet tooth, the refreshed ship will also see the introduction of The Cupcake Cupboard. 

Featuring freshly-baked gourmet cupcakes and bespoke culinary parties and design classes, the 

new addition will be a hit with foodies. The ship also will enjoy the addition of Giovanni’s Table, 

an Italian trattoria featuring Italian classics served family-style. 

Based in Southampton since 2008 and one of the most popular ships amongst UK 

holidaymakers, the 3,634-guest Independence of the Seas is just one of many ships in the Royal 

Caribbean International fleet that is receiving a major upgrade as part of a $300 million 

investment programme. Beginning in May 2011 with the revitalisation of Radiance of the Seas, 

Royal Caribbean International’s revitalisation programme is being undertaken with an aim to 

bring features from the redefining Oasis-class ships to the remainder of the fleet. In 2012 five 

ships underwent a complete transformation including Rhapsody of the Seas, Mariner of the Seas, 

Grandeur of the Seas, Serenade of the Seas and Enchantment of the Seas. 

Following a two-week long, US$7 million refurbishment, Independence of the Seas will arrive 

in Southampton on 2 May 2013 to begin its summer season, offering a series of new itineraries 

including more shorter sailings such as two-night cruises to Le Havre for Paris and three night 

cruises to Le Havre for Paris and Zeebrugge for Bruges. Independence of the Seas will also offer 

eight night cruises to Norway, 14-night Norway and Cork cruises, various 14-night 

Mediterranean cruises, and 12-night Canary Islands cruises as part of its 2013 season. Independence 

of the Seas will also include a new call to Ibiza on a 14-night Spanish Mediterranean cruise.  
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Prices for a two night taster cruise to Le Havre for Paris on-board Independence of the Seas 

departing Southampton cost £249 per person for accommodation with its own private balcony 

based on 2 May 2013 departure. A six-night Norway cruise from Southampton featuring ports of 

call in Oslo, Kristiansand and Stavanger costs from £599 per person based on two sharing an 

inside stateroom and departing on 26 May 2013.  

Selected Royal Caribbean International cruises booked before 28 February 2013 include 

additional offers as part of the Unbeatable Sale. For cruises on-board Independence of the Seas 

departing Southampton, up to $1,000 on-board spending money is available per stateroom for 

cruises over 11-nights and when booking deluxe accommodation.   

For more information on Royal Caribbean International and Independence of the Seas please 

visit www.royalcaribbean.co.uk, call 0844 493 2061, or talk to your travel agent. Travel 

professionals should visit www.cruisingpower.co.uk.   
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Media Enquiries:  
RCL Cruises Ltd: Katherine Hill (katherinehill@rccl.com) and Surinder Manku 
(smanku@rccl.com) on 01932 834 200  
Siren Communications: Sarah Rathbone (sarah.rathbone@sirencomms.com), Matt Chandler 
(matt.chandler@sirencomms.com), Stacey Stockwell (stacey.stockwell@sirencomms.com) or 
Kate O’Brien (kate.obrien@sirencomms.com) on 0208 237 1210 / 07595 055 882 
 
 
About Royal Caribbean International:  
Royal Caribbean International is a global cruise brand with 22 innovative ships, calling on more 
than 270 destinations in 72 countries across six continents. The line also offers unique cruise 
tour land packages in Alaska, Canada, Dubai, Europe, and Australia and New Zealand.  
 
 


